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I
t is hard to believe that the Salone 

del Mobile has been around for 57 

years. Held over a week in April 

in Milan, it sees 300,000 visitors 

descending onto the city to participate in 

an orgy of furniture design, innovation, 

networking and trend-spotting. 

Making its debut this year is a 

manifesto published by the organisers, 

describing nine areas that it wants to focus 

on. It declares an intent of “channelling 

the forces in Milan to work together to 

preserve the leadership role of both the 

city and the trade fair, and attract ideas, 

projects and new resources”. 

Acting as a rallying call, it reaches 

out to architects, designers and brands 

to face up to global challenges such 

as climate change, support young 

designers, openly exchange ideas and 

give a thought to Milan’s contribution to 

the industry. 

Thanks to advances in technology, 

society is evolving at a constant and 

rapid pace. The manifesto asks that 

design and architecture tackle this head 

on, serving to help than hinder. This can 

be done through examining production 

processes and service methods to bring 

the industry forward. 

But perhaps the most poignant 

statement in the document is the 
recognition that the way things were 

is but a slice of the past. Instead, the 

future is bright with endless possibilities: 
“The phrase we’ve always done it like 

this has ceased to exist, replaced by a 

commitment to strive to do even better 

and achieve more than we already are.”
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  From the outside, it looks like any 

other product from Jacuzzi. In fact, the 

new Swimlife SwimSpas is a water treadmill that allows you to work out in the 

tub, with an adjustable jet-generated current that can flow as high as 18km/h. 

Available in two configurations, it is suited for amateur and professional 
swimmers. The best part? When you are done with your exercise, switch to 

hydrotherapy mode where the jets will target different muscular groups to help 

the body recuperate.

  An English chessboard on the 
wall? Not really. This piece from 

Giorgetti calls itself The Cabinet 
of Memories and is a sculpture at 

the same time. Designed by Chi 

Wing Lo, it is meant to be hung 

on a wall and is made from slate 

grey maple wood. There are 120 
compartments with half visible 

at each time, thanks to a carbon 

sliding door. Display precious 
miniatures that can be further 

illuminated via a LED whose light 

intensity can be regulated.

  You’d be forgiven for thinking 

this is a ceramic sculpture. What 

gives it away is the brand that 

launched it: Foscarini, the 

masters of lights. Superficie 

is designed by  Calvi and 

Brambilla and made from acrylic 

and aluminium. Its oval shape 

is interrupted by concave and 

convex points that force a play 

of shadows. When off, it truly 

becomes a piece of art; when 

on, it presents an added function 

of illuminating a space.

             MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE
AN ELEMENT OF FUN AND INTRIGUE UNDERSCORED MANY OF THE 
PIECES THIS YEAR, LEAVING VISITORS PLEASANTLY SURPRISED. 

  It is easy to mistake this for a 

fridge, or a storage cabinet. Open 

the door and all is then revealed. 

From V-ZUG comes the Refresh 

Butler, a DIY dry cleaning closet 

that can be installed in a wardrobe, 

walk-in or otherwise. It promises 

to eliminate up to 99.99  percent 

of germs and bacteria, and is 
suitable to cleanse clothing made 

from delicate materials such as 
satin and silk. 
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             FOR SMALL SPACES
FROM SYSTEMS TO FURNITURE AND FITTINGS, THESE OPTIONS ARE BEST 
SUITED FOR APARTMENTS THAT ARE COMPACT AND REQUIRE A HIGH 
DEGREE OF MULTI-FUNCTIONALITY TO MAXIMISE EVERY SQUARE FOOT. 

 Pinocchio “My Book” 

from Riva 1920 by Lucio 

Boscardin is a 2.2m tall wooden 

“tome” that tucks away neatly, 

or opens up to reveal an 

abundance of storage space 

and a desk and stools to work 

at. Obviously inspired by the 

Italian puppet, it tells a tale of 

creativity, fun and imagination 

and comes complete with an 

imprint of the character.

  This system certainly lives up 

to its name. Launched by Clei, 
the Dynamic Wall is designed by 

Pierluigi Colombo and features 

hand-brushed cement finishing. 

When shut, it resembles a wall 

in the house, where everything 

is tucked within it. At a push of 

a button though, the motorised 

opening mechanism unveils 

different elements. This could 

be everything from a book or 

storage compartment, to a pair of 

bunk beds and a queen-sized bed. 

  Carlo Colombo has created a 
variety of tables named Gustav 

for Flexform. Topped with 

marble and framed in solid wood 
Canaletto walnut with minimal 

flourishes, they resemble a pared 

down version of the furniture 

found in traditional coffeeshops 

of yesteryear in Singapore 

and Malaysia. Stack the coffee 

tables together for more surface  

area – or just use one in a small 
living room. 

 The Boutique Mast from 
Porro by Piero Lissoni is, at its 

core, a walk-in wardrobe, except 

it is free of doors so there is no 

need to provide space for them. 
Minimalist in style, its vertical 

iron rods are strong enough to 

hold a mirror and shelves – the 

latter of which can be converted 

into a writing desk by day. 

  You’d never guess this is a kitchen, but it is. Created by Alessandro 
Mendini for Sanwa Company, the AM 01 is a cabinet that neatly 

conceals a sink, hood, hob and storage. It measures 120cm by 75cm 

and can either be pushed against a wall, or left standing in the middle 

of a room. When the doors are shut, the bright colours on the wooden 

lacquered polychrome panels lend a cheerful tone to the room. 
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  Could your dining table be a plate too? That is what the Plate Dining Table alludes  

to. Created for Vitra by Jasper Morrison, it also stands for his “super normal” 
philosophy, which is his solution to form balanced with function. Its efficiency is evident 

from the minimal use of materials. At the same time, it has subtle design elements 

such as a slight overhang of the top and splayed legs to give it a slender profile.

  You can always rely on the Danish to  

do something simple. This year, Republic 
of Fritz Hansen collaborated with 

Nendo to launch the N01 wood armchair. 

Honest in its design, the dining chair is 
wonderfully detailed too, visible from 

every angle. A total of 23 wood pieces 

compose it, and is available in beech, oak 

and black oak. 

  A new product typology from Minotti, the modular system Quadrado meant 
for the outdoors is designed by Brazilian architect Marcio Kogan and inspired by the 

classic teak duckboard used in yachts. The deep sofas rest on a suspended square 
platform that is itself cut out with squares, giving it a light and airy feel. Wood slabs 

rest atop some of them, acting as side tables, as well as candle holders that can 
double up to contain magazines. 

             MINIMALISM
SIMPLE, QUIET AND ELEGANT, THE LESS-IS-MORE TREND 
CONTINUES TO WEND ITS WAY THROUGH THE FAIR. HERE, 
WE PICK A SELECTION THAT CAUGHT OUR EYE, EVEN WHILE 
THEY PREFER TO COMPLEMENT THE BACKGROUND. 

  All it takes is a 45-degree tilt of the 

legs to present a table with a different 

look – this is exactly what Michael 

Anastassiades did with the Ordinal for 

Cassina. The eye is immediately drawn 

to this new dynamic, done in part to 

maximise the strength of the legs too. As 

a result, they look slender and monolithic 

at the same time. This piece is available 

in a combination of aluminium and wood, 

and in a rectangle or oval top.
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             IT’S IN THE DETAILS
THE REFINEMENTS OF THESE PRODUCTS MIGHT BE EASY TO 
MISS BUT SPOT THEM AND A NEWFOUND RESPECT FOR THE 
INGENIOUS MIND BEHIND THEM IS GUARANTEED TO BE HAD. 

  Hang it vertically, or leave it in a pile 

on the ground. Either way, the Catena 

Freedom from Davidemedri will light up 

the night. From far it looks like interlocking 

rings that form a chain. Go nearer and 

what is immediately apparent is its surface 

covered in hundreds of mirrored glass 

mosaic. Painstakingly cut and fixed on by 

hand, the pieces cover every square inch 

and reflect the surroundings, dazzling all 

who come near it. 

 From far, they look like ordinary 
poufs covered with Kimia fabric. Go 

close and unmistakable are the hand-
embroidered patterns made with 

flat cords in rope yarn that represent 
Spring, which this collection is named 

after. A new outdoor living collection 
from Paola Lenti and designed by 

Marella Ferrera, it also comes with a 

matching rug. 

 Gessi collaborated for the first time 
with American designer David Rockwell to 

create the Inciso collection.  Its aesthetic 

is marked by the formal silhouettes of 
early plumbing fixtures merging with 

the architectural sensibility of modern 

metalwork. Closer inspection yields details 

such as textured patterns on the pieces, 

contrasting against the brushed metal 

finish. Made of solid brass, it is available in 

finishes such as black, nickel and bronze.

Classical in its inspiration, the 

Raidho dining table by Steve Leung 

for Visionnaire is an elaborate 
composition where marble and 

amethyst is handmade and polished 
before being inlaid into the top and 

edged with stainless steel. Slightly 
elevated is a Lazy Susan, also in 

marble, with a safety edge and rotating 
weight holder system. Holding it all up 

is a cone-shaped chrome metal base 
painted in iron colour. 



30

/  REPORT  /

             GEOMETRIC
SQUARES, RECTANGLES, CIRCLES, TRIANGLES AND 
MORE. EVERY IMAGINABLE SHAPE GOVERNED THE 
AESTHETIC OF THESE FURNITURE PIECES. 

This iconic piece first  

launched in the 1980s comes as a 

re-edition this year. Coffee table 

Alanda ’18, designed by Paolo 
Piva, is from B&B Italia and 

pays tribute to the late architect. 

Available in 120cm by 120cm 
and 120cm by 180cm, it does not 

deviate from its original geometric 

base that seems to be made up of 

inverted pyramids. This is kept in 

view thanks to a top in extra-light 

or smoked glass.  

  Vienna wickerwork pattern 

takes centrestage in the Aerias 

chair from ClassiCon. Designed 

by Tilla Goldberg, it is found on the 

chair back and seat but in place 
of rattan, is made from leather 

stretched over a wood frame. The 

result is a flexible surface that easily 

absorbs the movements of the 

body, making it a comfortable piece 
to spend hours on. Opt to have the 

leather in two different colours for a 

greater contrast, or to complement 

other pieces in the room.

 Two coloured semi-circles 

make up this applique wall 

light, the Papillon, designed by 

Bernhardt&Vella for Arflex. The 

interplay of geometric shapes, 

colours, transparencies and the 

light emitted from the LED strip in 

the central beam – with its golden 

coloured finishing – results in a 

piece that is simple and pure but 

also retro in style. 

 Jean Nouvel has created  

this bookshelf for Glas Italia. 
Named Ami-Verre, it has a 

lattice-like design made up of 
10mm smoked or black tempered 

glass. The configuration is not 

fixed though, so feel free to 
change it to suit every whim and 

fancy. Joints allow the shelves 

and walls to be shifted around 

using precise glass millings. 

 “Light and shape are the 

elements that make up a lamp,” 

said Ferruccio Laviani, who 

designed the Big Battery for 

Kartell. Its abat-jour comprises 

of diamond-shaped patterns 

running around it. When turned 

on, the light slices through, 

making it sparkle like precious 

gems. This piece is suitable as 

an accent in cafes and outdoor 

restaurants, or an office to cheer 

up a quiet corner.



31

             COOKING UP A STORM
HELD BIENNIALLY, EUROCUCINA THIS YEAR SAW KITCHEN 
DESIGNERS INTRODUCED TO A HOST OF CLEVER AND 
UNUSUAL IDEAS TO THE HEART OF THE HOME. 

 The use of stone in the 

kitchen systems was naturally a 

prevalent theme too. Brands like 

Euromobil displayed a black 

marble with thick white veins to 

cap an island, cut to a thickness of 

6mm in accordance with its name 

Sei. Hansgrohe also launched a 

new kitchen sink in dark or light 

grey granite.

Kitchen islands got bigger  

with table tops attached 

to them so they become 

convenient to sit at and dine. 

Poliform went so far as to 

install a round one, clearly 

courting the Chinese market 

that favours this shape.   

 While pure forms will 

never get old, companies 

like SieMatic have taken 

them a little bit further. Its 

signature handle-free system 

is updated with the introduction 

of generously sized, tinted 

glass surfaces. These are used 

alongside strategically placed 

lighting integrated into the 

carpentry to highlight and guide 

the eye. The interplay results 
in elegant transparency and 

comfortable lightness.

  As much as the kitchen is the 
heart of the home, sometimes 

owners prefer to conceal it 

too. This is what Valcucine 
had in mind when it designed 

Logica Celata. When shut, it is a 

monolithic, pure piece of furniture. 

At the wave of the hand, a panel 

slides silently upward to reveal 

the full extent of the kitchen, 

such as workspaces, the sink 
and shelves of condiments and 

produce waiting to be used. 

Some brands shifted away 

from clean, minimalistic lines. 

Snaidero offered a snazzy 
design courtesy of Pininfarina 

Extra, the same company 

behind marques such as Ferrari 

and Maserati. The system is 

named Vision and is distinctive 
for the V-shaped stand that 

holds up one side of the island, 

affording it a lightness that is 

counterbalanced by the massing 

of the storage cabinets.  


